
DSTA HEADLIGHT 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

October 20th: 
NLX Presentation 

December (Date TBD): 
Holiday Party/Election 

Thank you from your DSTA 

Board of Directors and Officers 

for your continued support. 
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President’s Note

Thanks for bearing with us during 2021! 

It was great to connect with so many people during the 
golf outing!  We will have a few more events during 
2021.  During October we are planning a NLX educational 
presentation.  See the next page for more      
information.  This project has been in the works for      
several years so it will be a good update on the progress.   

In early December, we will be having our annual election 
and combining it with the holiday party.  If you have any 
interest in joining the DSTA board, please let me know by 
the end of November.  There are 4 boards meetings on   
average during a year.  Board members are expected to      
co-chair a couple of events each year and be on the board 
for a 2-year term.  We will have 2 board member       
positions available for anyone interested in serving the      
transportation industry.  We also have a 2nd Vice      
President position available for anyone with previous 
DSTA board experience and interest in leading the DSTA 
in the future.  This is a great opportunity to give back to 
the industry that has given us so much.  It is also a great 
way to connect with others.   

Together we can do so much more! 

Duluth-Superior Transportation Association News October 2021 



JOIN US! 

NLX Presentation

DATE: October 20th 

LOCATION: Duluth Depot 

COST: Free 

5:30—6:00 PM  Social Hour 

6:00 PM Presentation 

7:00PM Gather afterwards at Pizza Luce 

*Dinner will be at attendees cost

After a decade of passenger rail service between the Twin Ports and the Twin 
Cities, Amtrak ran the last Northstar train on Easter Sunday, 1985.  Twenty-
one years later, Minnesota Congressman Jim Oberstar kickstarted the for-
mation of a grass roots organization tasked with seeking to renew passenger 
rail service between Duluth and Minneapolis.  That organization, the Minne-
apolis-Duluth/Superior Passenger Rail Alliance, first convened in 2008 and 
has tirelessly advocated for what became known as Northern Lights Express, 
or NLX.  The Federal Railroad Administration gave the Northern Lights Ex-
press proposal a green light to move forward in 2018.  The NLX project is eli-
gible to apply to the federal government for up to 80 percent of the funds 
needed to finish engineering and to build the service at an estimated cost of 
$550 million to $600 million.   

Come hear Ken Buehler (Executive Director of the Lake Superior Rail-
road Foundation and the Chair of the NLX Technical Advisory Commit-
tee) and Dr. Richard Stewart (Professor of Transportation & Logistics 
Management at the University of Wisconsin-Superior and Lake Superior 
Railroad Foundation Board member) provide an update on the NLX and 
discuss their viewpoints on how to bring about rail passenger service 
linking the Twin Ports and the Twin Cities.   



DSTA SCHOLARSHIP FUND UPDATE 

It has been a few years since we started the DSTA Scholarship Fund so it’s time for an update.  The 
DSTA started fundraising for the fund in 2017 and worked on establishing the endowment fund.  The 
first scholarship was awarded in 2018.  By January 2020, the endowment fund had grown to 
$20,000.  By now (September 2021) the fund has grown to $22,900 without additional support due 
to favorable market conditions for the UW-S Foundation.   

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS! 

2018 – Mark Shold $500 

2019 - Unknown 

2020 – Sarah Montrose $1,000 

2021 – Kayleigh Seagraves $500 

This has been achieved only through the support of so many members and businesses in the 
DSTA.  Thank you! 

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 



ANNUAL GOLF OUTING RECAP 

 Chairs: Gina Schneider, Scott Franzen, Dawn Evans, Deb Landry, Chelsea Loining 

The annual DSTA golf outing on July 12th at Northland Country Club experienced great weather, food 

and golfers.  We could not have asked for better scenery or facilities.  Thanks to Dawn Evans, Debbie 

Landry and Chelsea Loining for all their hard work putting this wonderful event together!   

Thank you to all of the sponsors! 

LUNCH SPONSORS 

 Halvor Lines and Halvor Logistics 

HOLE SPONSORS 

Wallwork Financial 

HNI Risk Services 

Barna, Guzy, & Steffen, LTD 

Blaine Brothers, Inc. 

North American Trailer 

Bauer Built, Inc. 

Dave Evans Transports, Inc. 

LBT, Inc. 

Raveill Trucking, Inc 

Kivi Brothers Trucking, Inc. 

Jeff Foster Trucking, Inc. 

Lawrence Cumpston & Associates 

Kwik Trip 

Nuss Truck & Equipment 

TCI Business Capital 

Boyer Trucks 

Kirscher Transport 

National Bank of Commerce 

Rihm Kenworth 

UW Superior 

Cummins 

1st Place 

Blaine Brothers: Tyler Vickers, Mike Hanson, Tony 

Boelman & Mike Heckman 

2nd Place 

Upper Lake Foods: Luke Olin, Phil Sorensen, Elle, 

Mitch Ryan 

3rd Place 

NBC:  Cammy Hansen, Marty Olson, Brian    Bosley & 

Dave Strum 

Men long Drive #4 

Mike Heckman 

Women Long Drive #4 

Cammy Hanson 

Closest to the Pin #5 

Sam Powers 

Closest to the Pin #17 

Jake Avery 

Long Putt #18 

Andy Siros 

Driver was won by Pat Murphy 

2nd or 3rd prize of $100 won by Leyla Aktekin and 

Sean Vinje 

DSTA Scholarship Fund Donations - $1,976 



LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 

Hello all, 

It was great to see so many familiar  

faces at the Golf Outing and exciting 

that we are getting closer to normalcy.  

October will be our first regular in per-

son event and we hope you can all join! 

2021 marks my 7th year with the DSTA 

as a board member/editor.  It’s amaz-

ing to see how the organization has 

evolved with the addition of the DSTA 

Food and Fund Drive and the Transpor-

tation Scholarship.  I will be stepping 

down as editor next year, but look     

forward to continuing to attend meet-

ings and get involved as I can. 

If you are looking for an opportunity to 

be part of the direction of the DSTA, 

please consider joining the Board!  This 

is a wonderful opportunity to give back 

and get involved in some of the decision 

making that happens at Board level.  

Please reach out to Gina if interested! 

Stay safe, 

Chelsea Loining, Halvor Lines (Editor) 




